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. Not only was Spire close to Hill’s job
at Coca-Cola and the nightlife he en-
joyed, it also came with security fea-
tures and amenities thathe liked.
“I wanted to feel safe, and having
a gated garage and cameras every-
where was part of that,” said Hill. “It’s
like Fort Knox, getting into-the build-
ing: The card I scan in the elevator on-
lygelsmetomyﬂoorandﬂleame
nities floor where there’s a workout
center, cardio room and pool. There’s
even a dry cleaner in the building

who delivers to the 24-hour con-

cierge, so I can get my laundry even if.
Icome homeatlOp.m.”
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Midtown’s
arange of buyers, from young mfes- |

sionals to empty nesters
their single-family suburban abodes
for intown living. Real estate broker

Thom Abbott works with clients from

age 20t070.

“The younger demographic likes
the nightlife; others like the arts and
theater — the High, the Fox, the sym-
phony, the 14th Street Playhouse,”

said Abbott, a resident of the Plaza
Midtown building for the past four
. “It’s the kind of area where
could live initially in a mid-rise
or high-rise, and if you wanted more
space, you could move into a home.
- There are townhouses where you can
get more square footage than a con-
do. And there are lots of people here
who have done the opposite: They’ve
gone from big house to townhouse to
condo.”

‘With a brpad price range - from
$100,000 to almost $2 million — Mid-
town has a real estate market to fit
almost any budget. The area’s ele-

gant high-rises, including Viewpoint,

Splre 1010 Midtown, Luxe, Aqua, the
Reynolds, Metropolis and the May-
fair, to name a few, often get the most
attention.
. But there are plenty of options be-
yon d having a skyline view. There’s a
smattering of quaint, older buildings
with only 20 units; historic homes on
the tree-lined streets off Ponce de Le-
on Avenue; and mid-rises in a mix of
new and old styles.
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er house just blocks from Piedmont |

Park wooed Dana Persons and her

husband, Michael. The mother of

three boys, Persons picked a ram-
bling two-story frame Victorian home
with room to expand the attic for ad-
ditional living space.

“We found Midtown to still be af-

fordable compared to Ansley and
Morningside,” said Persons. “But
with a 100-year-old house, we had to

 replace systems, make the fireplaces

work, redo the kitchen and fix up the
back porch.”
Being intown was key to the moving

reminds usalot

_ decision, said Persons. “We liked the
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that you can park the car
andnotgetbackin.Andwenkedthat
the area is extraordinarily diverse:

There are singles, dual-incomes with 1

no kids, gay couples, empty nesters
and families il

PersonsispartoftheMidtownPar
ents Group, a club of about 100 par-
ents who have kids from kindergar-
ten through high school who connect
through play groups, parties and hol-

iday events. Most recently, Persons

has been part of a committee working
on establishing a charter s‘gool inthe
neighborhood.

“We want to attract families into
the intown area, and you can’t expect
people to move where schools aren’t
as good,” she said. “But it’s still a re-

ally great place to live, There’s a lot of

energy here.”

Midtown’s vibe also attracts peo-
ple such as Shane Sandridge and Jor-
dan Rowley, who are currently rent-
ing a two-bedroom apartment with
an eye to finding a home in the neigh-
borhood.

“I was living out near the Mall of
Georgia, but I went to Tech and really
liked this area,” said Sandridge. “It’s
small, with a lot of trees, and quiet —
almost like being out in the country.
But it’s in the middle of Atlanta, with
lots of places to eat, where I can walk
to the dog park at Piedmont [Park].

We just moved in about a month ago, -

but I'm definitely looking to buy even-
tually.” !

Plaza Midtown s surrounded by
stores and places to dine, Real estate
‘broker Thom Abbott, a resident for
four years, works with buyers from
20to 70 years old.



